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I want to congratulate Rose Larson
for her many years of public service.
Often she worked behind the scenes
with little or no credit, but her dedi-
cated service and knowledge of her du-
ties was instrumental in the successful
operation of the congressional offices
she worked in.

I want to wish Rose all the best in
her retirement. I want to thank her for
her great work ethic, her profes-
sionalism but most of all, her friend-
ship.e

————
TRIBUTE TO GEORGE STRANDELL

e Mr. JOHNSON. Madam President, I
wish today to recognize and commend
George Strandell of South Dakota for
his nearly 40 years of service to Golden
West Telecommunications Cooperative,
Inc. George is retiring after serving the
past 8 years as general manager and
chief executive officer of Golden West.

George worked for 19 years as a pri-
mary engineering consultant for the
Golden West Telecommunications Co-
operative before being hired as the
company’s outside plant engineer. He
served in that capacity for 4 years be-
fore serving 8 years as district manager
and then 8 years as general manager of
Golden West.

Throughout his career, George had
dedicated himself to building effective
relationships and partnerships on be-
half of Golden West and the inde-
pendent telecommunications industry.
He is well-respected throughout South
Dakota, the region and Nation as an ef-
fective communicator, an adminis-
trator willing to tackle and resolve
personnel and industry challenges and
issues. He is able to effectively commu-
nicate to elected leaders and officials
on issues affecting Golden West cus-
tomers, employees, and the inde-
pendent industry.

Throughout his career, he has always
worked hard to put the customer first.
He has helped expand and enhance
Golden West’s role in the industry,
among allies and associates, but also
improved the company’s ability to
serve rural communities and customers
and the overall general public.

George provided steadfast oversight
to the South Dakota Network, which
was formed by a number of South Da-
kota independent telecommunications
firms to offer customers more choice in
long distance service. George spent
considerable time and effort working
with other managers to ensure the net-
work’s success to move voice, data, and
video over 20,000 miles of fiber optics
throughout the region. Access lines
have increased under George from
31,000 in 2000 to 43,000 in 2008, as well as
Internet access increasing from 5,000 to
23,000 in the same period.

On a national level, George has been
a stalwart advocate in promoting and
assisting the independent industry. He
has served on numerous boards and
committees that have advanced the
promotion and understanding of the
issues affecting the independent tele-
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communications firms and their cus-
tomers.

Over the years, I have relied on
George’s guidance and understanding
of the many issues affecting the tele-
communications industry. I have ap-
preciated his insight and input and I
want to wish him all the best in this
well-deserved retirement. I know that
whatever his pursuits in retirement, he
will approach them with the same
level-headed, calm, and committed ap-
proach that earned him deep respect
over his accomplished career with
Golden West.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

At 11:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills and joint
resolution:

S. 496. An act to reauthorize and improve
the program authorized by the Appalachian
Regional Development Act of 1965.

S. 2482. An act to repeal the provision to
title 46, United States Code, requiring a li-
cense for employment in the business of sal-
vaging on the coast of Florida.

S. 3560. An act to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide additional
funds for the qualifying individual (QI) pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2638. An act making appropriations
for the Department of Homeland Security for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 3068. An act to prohibit the award of
contracts to provide guard services under the
contract security guard program of the Fed-
eral Protective Service to a business concern
that is owned, controlled, or operated by an
individual who has been convicted of a fel-
ony.

H.R. 5001. An act to authorize the Adminis-
trator of General Services to provide for the
redevelopment of the Old Post Office Build-
ing located in the District of Columbia.

H.J. Res. 62. Joint resolution to honor the
achievements and contributions of Native
Americans to the United States, and for
other purposes.

The enrolled bills and joint resolu-
tion were subsequently signed by the
President pro tempore (Mr. BYRD).
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At 11:11 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the following concurrent resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 440. Concurrent resolution
providing for a conditional adjournment of
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate:

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills,
without amendment:

S. 906. An act to prohibit the sale, distribu-
tion, transfer, and export of elemental mer-
cury, and for other purposes.

S. 1738. An act to require the Department
of Justice to develop and implement a Na-
tional Strategy Child Exploitation Preven-
tion and Interdiction, to improve the Inter-
net Crimes Against Children Task Force, to
increase resources for regional computer fo-
rensic labs, and to make other improvements
to increase the ability of law enforcement
agencies to investigate and prosecute child
predators.

S. 2816. An act to provide for the appoint-
ment of the Chief Human Capital Officer of
the Department of Homeland Security by the
Secretary of Homeland Security.

S. 2840. An act to establish a liaison with
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in
United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services to expedite naturalization applica-
tions filed by members of the Armed Forces
and to establish a deadline for processing
such applications.

S. 3325. An act to enhance remedies for vio-
lations of intellectual property laws, and for
other purposes.

S. 3569. An act to make improvements in
the operation and administration of the Fed-
eral courts, and for other purposes.

S. 3597. An act to provide that funds allo-
cated for community food projects for fiscal
year 2008 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2009.

S. 3605. An act to extend the pilot program
for volunteer groups to obtain criminal his-
tory background checks.

S. 3606. An act to extend the special immi-
grant nonminister religious worker program
and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 1777) to
amend the Improving America’s
Schools Act of 1994 to make permanent
the favorable treatment of need-based
educational aid under the antitrust
laws.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 5057) to reau-
thorize the Debbie Smith DNA Backlog
Grant Program, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 5571) to ex-
tend for 5 years the program relating
to waiver of the foreign country resi-
dence requirement with respect to
international medical graduates, and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 6460) to amend
the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act to provide for the remediation of
sediment contamination in areas of
concern, and for other purposes.
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